ARGUMENT IN FAVOR OF MEASURE T
NOVEMBER 2, 2004, General Election, City of Milpitas

A YES vote on Measure.! gives Milpitas voters a stronger say in the
future of hillside development. The Hillside Combining District
Ordinance (Hillside Ordinance) was adopted in 1992 “..to promote the
orderly development of the hillside area of the City by application of
regulations and requirements established to meet particular problems
associated with development of hillside areas, including geologic
problems, safe access, and visibility.” The City Council appointed a
Hillside Review committee comprised of property owners, citizens,
developers, planning commissioners and also received extensive input in
the development of the current Hillside Ordinance.

In 1998, Milpitas voters approved Measure Z (Urban Growth Boundary)
prohibiting the extension of city services into the hillsides beyond a
defined boundary line. However, development within that boundary is
governed ONLY by the Hillside Ordinance and can be changed by a simple
majority of three (3) members of the City Council. This can lead to
virtually unlimited development in the hillsides. The Urban Growth
Boundary cannot be changed without a vote of the people; the same
should be true for the Hillside Ordinance.

Our hillsides are a valuable natural resource for the entire community,
but they are also unstable with multiple earthquake faults and
landslides. The cost for city services to hilliside homes far exceeds
the cost of providing these services to residents on the valley floor.
Hillside development must continue to be governed by the Hillside
Ordinance, subject to the will of Milpitas residents.

This measure gives the people of Milpitas the “final say” on amendments
and modifications to the Hillside Ordinance and General Plan land use
designations for hillside property until December 31, 2018, when the
Urban Growth Boundary expires.

This ballot measure costs Milpitas taxpayers absolutely NOTHING. Tt
gives you, the voter, the right to make changes. Vote YES on Measure Z

Patricia Dixon Althea Polanski

Milpitas Vice Mayor Milpitas City Councilmember
Robert McGuire Paul Hay
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